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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A data distribution system comprising: 

an information terminal operable to request distribution of multimedia 
information including still picture data, moving picture data or audio data in a 
predetermined data format, a nd automatically transmit a specification of said information 
t^minal when transmitting a n information provision request which requests distribution 
of the information : and 

an information provider apparatus operable to provide the multimedia i nformation 
to said information terminal, wheroin: 

said information torminal is operabl e to automatically transmit specifications of 
said information terminal when tranomitting an information provision request which 
requests distribution of the information; and 

wherein said information provider apparatus comprises! 

a receiving unit operable to receive the information provision request and 

the information terminal sp e cifications - specification t ransmitted from said 

information terminal^ 

a data storage unit operable to store and manage various kinds of 
information dataiy 

a data detection unit operable to detect^ date-from said data storage unit a 
data.corresponding to the information provision request received by said receiving 
unit^ 

a data conversion unit operable to convert the data detected by said data 
| detection unit to data having a ]ow_quality which is adaptable to an information 

reproduction capability of said information terminal which is determined by the 
| information tenninal spe cifications specification r eceived by said receiving unit, 

the converted data being in the same data format as the data which is reproducible 
| by said information terminali^-aad 

a transmission unit operable to transmit the data converted by said data 
| conversion unit to said information terminal^ 
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an accounting management unit operable to determine an accounting 
amount according to th e data transmitted to said information terminal, and 
perform accounting for a user of the information: and 

a customer database operable to store and manage a usage history of the 
user of said information terminal: 

wherein said acco unting management unit is operable to determine the 
accounting am ount according to the usage history of the user of said information 
terminal stored in said cu stomer database and the amount of the data transmitted 
to said information terminal, and perform accounting for the user of said 
information terminal: and 

wherein when a target of the information provision request transmitted 
from said information t erminal to said information provision apparatus is still 
picture data, the specification of the information terminal includes at least one of a 
number of pixels, a gradat ion sequence, a compression ratio, a number of 
reproducible frames, and a storage capacity. 

26-28. (Cancelled), 

29. (Currently amended) ¥ h e data distribution syst e m of Clai m^ -A data 
distribution system comprising: 

an infonnation terminal operable to request distribution of multimedia 
information including s till picture data, moving picture data or audio data ina 
predetermined data format and auto matically transmit a specification of s aid information 
terminal when transm itting an information provision request which requests distribution 
of the information: and 

an information provider apparatus operable to provide the multimedia infoimation 
to said information terminal. 

wherein said in formation provider apparatus comprises: 

a receiving unit o perable to receive the information provision request and 
the information terminal s pecification transmitted from said information terminal: 
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a data storage u nit operable to store and manage various kinds of 
information data: 

a data detection unit operable to detect, from said data storage unit data 
corresponding to the in formation provision request received bv said receiving 
unit: 

a data conversio n unit operable to convert the data detected bv said data 
detection unit to data ha ving a low quality which is adaptable to an information 
reproduction capability of said information terminal which is determined bv the 
information terminal sp ecification received bv said receiving unit the converted 
data being i n the same data format as the data which is reproducible bv said 
information terminal: 

a transmission unit operable to transmit the data converted bv said data 
conversion unit to said information terminal: 

an accounting management unit operable to determine an accounting 
amount according to the data transmitted to said information terminal, and 
perform accounting for a user of the information: and 

a customer datab ase operable to store and manage a usage history of the 
user of said information terminal: 

wherein said accounting management uni t is operable to determine the accounting 
amount according to the usage histor y of the user of said information terminal stored in 
said customer database and the amou nt of the data transmitted to said information^ 
I terminal, and perfonn accounting for the user of said information terminal: and 

wherein when a target for the information provision request transmitted from said 
information terminal to said information provider apparatus is moving picture data, the 
sp e cifications specification of said information terminal include information of i ncludes 
at least one s e l e cted from of a number of pixels, a4ea ea gradation sequence, a 
compression ratio, a reproduction time, and a storage capacity. 

30. (Currently amended) The data distribution system of Claim 27, A data 
distributi on system comprising: 
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an information terminal operable to request distribution of multimedia 
information including still picture data, moving picture data or audio data in a 
predetermined data format and automatically trans mit a specification of said information 
terminal when transmitting an info rmation provision request which requests distribution 
of the information: and 

m information provider apparatus operable t o provide the multimedia information 
to said in formation terminal 

wherein said in formation provider apparatus comprises: 

a receiving unit o perable to receive the information provision request and 
the information terminal specification transmitted from said information terminal: 

a data storage unit operable to store and manage various kinds of 
information data: 

a data detection unit operable to detect from said data storage unit data 
corresponding to the inform ation provision request received bv said receiving 



a data conversion unit operabl e to convert the data detected bv said data 
detection unit to data ha ving a low quality which is adaptable to an information 
reproduction capability of said information terminal which is determined by tha 




information terminal speci fication received bv said receiving unit the converted 
data being in the same d ata format as the data which is reproducible bv said 
information terminal; 

a transmission unit operable to transmit the data converted bv said data 
conversion unit t o said infnmiation terminal; 

an accounting manage ment unit operable to determine an accounting 
amount accordi ng to the data transmitted to said information terminal, and 
perform accou nting for a user of the information: and 

a cu stomer database operable to store and manage a usage history of the 
user of said infortnation terminal; 

wherein said accounting ma nagement unit is operable to determine the accounting 
amount according to the usage history of the user of said information terminal stored in 
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said customer database and the amount of the data transmitted to said information 
terminal, and perform accounting for the user of said information terminal: aTid 

wherein when a target for the information provision request transmitted from said 
information terminal to said information provider apparatus is audio data, the 
specifications specification o f said information terminal includo information oS i ncludes 
at least one se l e cted froH » o f_a sampling rate, a frequency ban d region, a compression 
ratio, a reproduction time, and a storage capacity. 

31-48. (Cancelled) 

49. (New) A data distribution system as defined in claim 25, wherein: 

said information terminal is assigned an information terminal ID, and is operable 
to transmit the information terminal ID of said information terminal to said information 
provider apparatus when transmitting the information provision request to said 
information provider apparatus; 

said information provider apparatus further includes an information terminal 
database for storing and managing the information terminal ID and the information 
terminal specification of said information terminal received by said receiving unit in 
correspondence with each other; 

for each information provision request subsequent to the information provision 
request for which said information terminal transmitted the information terminal 
specification to said information provider apparatus, said information terminal is operable 
to transmit the information terminal ID to said information provider apparatus without 
transmitting the information terminal specification that was previously transmitted to said 
information provider apparatus; and 

said receiving unit is operable to receive the information terminal ID, and detect 
the information terminal specification of said information terminal corresponding to the 
received information terminal ID from said information terminal database. 

50. (New) A data distribution system as defined in claim 29, wherein: 
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said information terminal is assigned an information terminal ID, and is operable 
to transmit the information terminal ID of said information terminal to said information 
provider apparatus when transmitting the information provision request to said 
information provider apparatus; 

said information provider apparatus further includes an information terminal 
database for storing and managing the information terminal ID and the information 
terminal specification of said information terminal received by said receiving unit in 
correspondence with each other; 

for each information provision request subsequent to the information provision 
request for which said information terminal transmitted the information terminal 
specification to said information provider apparatus, said information terminal is operable 
to transmit the information terminal ID to said information provider apparatus without 
transmitting the information terminal specification that was previously transmitted to said 
information provider apparatus; and 

said receiving unit is operable to receive the information terminal ID, and detect 
the information terminal specification of said information terminal corresponding to the 
received information terminal ID from said information terminal database. 

51 , (New) A data distribution system as defined in claim 30, wherein: 

said information terminal is assigned an information terminal ID, and is operable 
to transmit the information terminal ID of said information terminal to said information 
provider apparatus when transmitting the information provision request to said 
information provider apparatus; 

said information provider apparatus further includes an information terminal 
database for storing and managing the information terminal ID and the information 
terminal specification of said information terminal received by said receiving unit in 
correspondence with each other; 

for each information provision request subsequent to the information provision 
request for which said information terminal transmitted the information terminal 
specification to said information provider apparatus, said information terminal is operable 
to transmit the information terminal ID to said information provider apparatus without 
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transmitting the ^formation terminal specification that was previously transmitted to said 
information provider apparatus; and 

said receiving unit is operable to receive the information terminal ID. and detect 
the information terminal specification of said information terminal corresponding to the 
received information terminal ID from said information terminal database. 
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